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"Bugtinkii dilin sayisiz sloganvari soyutlanmasinin ardinda, bugiin
politikanin hiikmiine tabi oldugu yiikseltilmig bir soyutlama zorlamast

yatar."

Reinhert Koselleck
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“DEMOKRASI VE ARAP BAHARI” KAVRAMLARI CERCEVESINDE SURIYE iC

SAVASI'NIN 2011-2015 MEDYA SOYLEMI TARAMASI: BBC VE BOLGESEL
HABERLERIN KARSILASTIRMALI COZUMLEMESI

BEYZA DUT

Televizyon ve internet haberlerinin dili, tiim diinyayla ilgili yayimlar
genellikle Ingilizce yayinlanmaktadir. Bu yaymnlar dogal olarak Ingiliz sdzdizimi
tarafindan belirlenmektedir. Modern ¢agin daha fazla soyutlayici ve kavramlari
evrensellestirici yonii, dile daha ¢ok yansimaktadir. Anlik yasam deneyim alanlari,
tim olaylarin kiiresel karsilikli bagimliligi igerisinde gergeklestiginden, bu
deneyimleri yapilandiran tim etmenleri igermemektedir. Bu nedenle, Ortadogu'nun
gercek yasam deneyimleri ve kavramlari, uluslararasi medya tarafindan kullanilan

belirli bir sosyal ve politik terminolojiye kosullandirilmaktadir.

Anahtar Soézciikler: Arap Bahari, Demokrasi, Suriye, Kiiresel Medya, Soylem

Cozlimlemesi, korpus



ABSTRACT

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SYRIAN CIVIL WAR’S MEDIA COVERAGE
DISCOURSE ON “DEMOCRACY AND ARAB SPRING CONCEPT” IN THE
YEARS OF 2011-2015: BBC AND REGIONAL REPORTS

BEYZA DUT

The language of the news on television and the internet, the publications that
are relevant to the whole world, are generally published in English. These
publications are naturally provided through English syntax. The increasingly more
abstracting attitude and universalization of the concepts in the Modern Era seem to
be the mere evidence of modernity. The minute details of experiences do not include
all of the factors structuring these experiences due to the global interdependence of
all events. Thus, the genuine experiences of the Middle East increasingly conditioned
by the international, social and political factors through certain political terminology

that is mainly used by the international media.

Keywords: Arab Spring, Democracy, Syria, Global Media, Corpus
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PART ONE

Introduction

21" century's philosophy essentially needs to place the "language studies”
with modern questionings. Through globalization, knowledge of reality depends

upon the trusted resources in use.

For Continental Philosophers language philosophy is involved with the
historical, political and social events of the nations. It is believed that creating certain
logical approaches for thinking and creating reality as well as practices depend upon

the language philosophy.

Linguists such as Saussure, Meillet and Vendryes have considered language
as the primary “social event”. As Meillet states, “all events in the language is
organized by certain social agreements”. According to Saussure; Language is a

social system and the word is an individual action. (Vardar, 2001: 28-29)

Language studies cannot show us “whether the language or the nation has the
priority ”. According to Humboldt, the languages cannot contain the words having
the same meaning, because the nations speak different languages that taking its roots
from different entities which are having different conditionals requiring certain
agreements/settlements (Akarsu, 1998:26). However, the same agreement on the
same words might not be possible for two different languages.

Social interaction in one community is somewhat easy. But international
interaction among the communities specifically, through print media which means
through different languages require more attention. There seems to be some strict
rules to become a part of the global media. According to WAN 2004 (World
Association of Newspapers 2004) report, almost all countries are losing audience
even in the most developed countries while the developing countries are increasing
their share. Thus, the criteria of being “global” changes in the 21st century. For
example, 392 million daily newspapers are scattered throughout the world reaching

to a billion of readers all over the world. Yet, being global for a newspaper requires



the print media to reach at least to three continents, printed in English and reach a
circulation of at least 50.000 overall in those continents.

Whereas the top of the newspapers of the world are mainly from USA and
UK, it’s becoming somewhat imperative to gain the global perspective within the
dynamics of the English language in a world of thinking and creating global reports.
Regarding the communication technology, USA seems to be the center of the North.
Yet, in Europe, Germany, UK, France are among the “producer” countries in terms
of news, agenda and dissemination. Having these dynamics, the countries in Latin
America, Africa, Asia and Middle East are positioned to be the “consumers™. That’s
why these USA and UK newspapers, circulating more than the others, function as a
mediator in between cultures, politics and societies. In other words, these newspapers
are creating the pioneer international reports in English and most of the global news

are delivered through them throughout the world.

This thesis is inspired from socio-linguistics as a starting point, that is mainly
studying the linguistics perspectives and language differences of the cultures in the
world. As known in general, sociolinguistics not only concerned with the relationship
between language and society, but also about how language use interacts with the
society or how it is affected by social factors such as gender roles, ethnicity, age or

social class.

According to a FP (Foreign Policy) article which is based on the book written
by Christian Reus-Smit “On Cultural Diversity: International Theory in a World of
Difference”; the researchers on international norms explored that, domestic-level
structures and processes affect compliance of nations. Concentrating the “domestic
legitimacy of international norms” on media coverage of others’ case make out that
there is insufficient attention on measuring the “legitimacy or salience of

international norms in the domestic arena” (Smit, 2018).

Even if the media studies have focused on “journalistic roles” of foreign
news framing events for “local readers” to render them suitable for national

audiences, yet there has been less attention to similar roles played by “other social



actors” like regional or local news that are bringing in “new models” about existing

realities.

This study aims to question the international media from the perspective of
their/our news dichotomy. Whereas different nations/state’s foreign policy interests
converge with each other, the meanings of “their” news based on “shared
assumptions” are constructed by news organizations in different nations/states

depending on their choice of professional or national narrative.
1.1.  Introduction to Language and International Media

The language studies took its central position in the intellectual field
throughout the 17th century with thinkers like Hobbes and Locke. In the 20" century,
however, no matter which problem involves within its area of interest, the language
studies began to engage almost every mind. Since the 20" century, intellectual
activities seem to be not independent of language-related problems. The major
philosophers such as Heidegger, Wittgenstein, Davidson and Derrida of this century

also concentrated on language theories.

Ferdinand de Saussure is the first linguist who discusses the difference
between ‘langue’ and ‘parole’ that the separation of language and word and

examines this problem in the theoretically (\VVardar, 2001:33).

Throughout the time, the concept of “usage” has gained importance at the
point where language has focused on the act of “wording” in other words Speech
Acts in Austin’s terms. ‘Usage’ is the point of meeting and merging of the word in
language. Some researchers advocated to call “discourse” for the functional side of
the “word” and embarked the idea of adoption of this concept (discourse) as a
medium term. They gave priority to “discourse” in terms of both being an action and
an abstraction (Vardar, 2001: 35).

The function and meaning of the media or the old word “press” is

guestionable and differs through nations; as we see in the following examples:



The word Press in English, La Presse in French, Die Presse in German, La
Stampa in Italian, are mostly all covered as “printing” in Turkish. The “press”
means art of printing. It covers not only the print material but also the dissemination
of it through the 15™ century. All the related concepts such as the invention of the
printing press, the development of it, the spreading of ideas to a large extent, all are

considered as the industry or business of printing.

In the United States, the term “Mass Communication” is used instead of the
word "Press” and "Mass Media of Communication” refers to the tools of mass

media.

In Belgium, the term “Technique de diffusion” is used instead of the word

“press”. This term includes only the material part of the means of communication.

The word ‘‘journalisme” in French, just means the ‘journalism” in English,

yet it is far from involving the whole content of the press.

In this respect, we see the usage of the word “information” in the French
language in the sense of “press and publication”. It is argued that it is appropriate to
the term of “press and publication” because it represents the quality to cover the
freedom of the press and the instruments of the press, but it is faced with the
objection that it does not include the interpretation and judgement which is the

expression as “opinion” (Inugur, 2005: 23).

The fixed terminology of the international media makes it impossible to
understand the local or regional problems. Today’s international media contains
problems with certain news being downgraded into a certain pattern and most
importantly, familiarized, standardized as much as possible. In order to solve this
problem, we need to handle the international news reports on different regions a bit
more suspiciously. To reach out the first-hand experience and information regarding
the events the international media reports should be written down by educated,
trained reporters who are used to the techniques, language, knowledge, equipment of
the related area. It would be better if they could be using a more sensitive language,
having the right information from the original people of the land, concentrating on

human stories, instead of making quick decisions or having prejudices.



The level of linguistic and cultural imperialism cannot be adequately
accounted for this situation. The historical roots of globalization lie in colonial
period, and its main effect has been to create a general and standardized way of
thinking. It includes the flow of ideas, cultural products from developed nations,
general concepts regarding life styles. Mainly, the US produces almost all of the
media content and it is consumed by the others, for example, Africa, Middle East,
Europe, etc. The television stations heavily rely on the news imported from

American and European contents.
1.2.  Introduction to Syrian Civil War and Media Reports

Media discourse plays an important role regarding how conflicts are
perceived. Unlike the domestic news, in foreign news the media outlets, are often the
only source of information for ongoing events. In foreign conflicts the case is even
worse. The international media coverage participates in creating what is understood
as the “reality” of the conflict through choosing which aspects of the conflict are

covered, which topics are highlighted and which actors are interviewed.

Regarding the international media coverage of the “Syrian Civil War”; the
news highly reported in collocation with the “Arab Spring” and “Democracy”
concept. Through reporting the current events to the readers and viewers; the
international media sets the foundation for “imagining the future” based on their own
past experiences like comparing the “Arab Spring” to “Berlin Wall” which has been
reported through many news and articles. By doing so they tend to create a vision of

how the situation looks like now and how can it look evolve in future, later.

Throughout the thesis, handling the topic of “Democracy” which is said to be
the core of the “Arab Spring” Saussure’s approach is adopted. Democracy as a
“concept” is analyzed in both linguistic roots and philosophical critics considering
the changes of methods from ancient Greek applications to modern democracy

applications started in the Enlightenment era.

Saussure stated that: “language as a system of signs can be studied as a

complete system at any given point through diachronic analysis which is described



as; the change in the meaning of words over time”. Diachronic approach can also be
classified as historical linguistics, it is thus the study of language in terms of how it
visibly changes in use, by paying attention to affinity between language and
historical transmutations. Synchronic approach analyses mean to study the
similarities and differences of languages at a given point of time by focusing on their
structural features and characteristics. “A person cannot deal with something from
both synchronic and diachronic perspectives at the same time nevertheless both
perspectives are necessary” Saussure added. He makes this distinction as a part of an
argument for studying linguistics from a synchronic as well as a diachronic
perspective. Some scholars also do not see the two approaches apart from each other.
They assert that it is a mistake to think of descriptive and historical linguistics as two

separate compartments.

The German philosopher Koselleck states: “each synchronization “eo ipsa
(spontaneously) is also the diacrole”. All temporal dimension is always nested inside
from past to future and the current time are added manually or conversely, to define
the future as one of the moments in the history of leaked copies cannot be held for

future crossing points is contrary to the whole experience (Koselleck, 2009).

Saussure explains the difference between these two perspectives, starting
argument by imagining a plant. If we cut the body of the plant longitudinally, we can
see the fibers that “form the plant” but if we cut transversely (cross-sectional cut) we
see fibers are in a certain relationship which is non-looking longitudinally. (Berger,
1995) Thusly, a perspective that is synchronous or diachronic affects what they see.

The differences between synchronic and diachronic analysis are shown in Table 1.1.



Table 1.1. A Comparison of Synchronic and Diachronic Analysis (Berger, 2004)

SYNCHRONIC

DIACHRONIC

Synchronisation

Subsequence

Constant

Evolutianary

In A System

In A Time

Connections

Connections

Sequential / Paradigmatic

Syntagmatic

LEVI STRAUSS

PROPP

https://www.slideshare.net/bagusclears/5171-berger-finalpageschapterl

According to the table taken from Berger’s 2004, Syntagmatic Analysis, a
text is examined as a sequence of events that forms some kind of narrative Vladimir
Propp, a Russian folklorist, who wrote a pioneering book in 1928 titled Morphology
of the Folktale was following a method like undertaking a comparison of the themes
for the sake of comparison by separating the component parts then making
comparison of the tales according to their components. Propp refers to the essential
or basic narrative unit in his study as a “function” which is understood as an act of a
character, defined from the point of view of its significance for the course of the

action (diachronic).

Claude Levi-Strauss in the 1950s, analyzed cultural phenomena and he
produced more linguistically-focused writings where he applied Saussure's
distinction between langue and parole in his search for the fundamental mental
structures of the human mind, arguing that the structures that form the "deep

grammar" of society originate in the mind and operate in us unconsciously.

In summary, the structuralism approach is applied for the comparison of
languages of international media and regional media regarding the coverage Syrian
Civil War; through the course of synchronic and diachronic analysis to go into deep
analysis of democracy concept in both linguistic and philosophical applications
throughout history.


https://www.slideshare.net/bagusclears/5171-berger-finalpageschapter1

1.2.  The Aim of the Study

This thesis is concentrating on the international media representations
through the language and concepts created during the 2011-2015 Syrian Civil War
Reportings. The aim of the study is to apply a kind of “comparative and contrastive
analysis” on English and Arabic languages regarding the concepts limited with the
words of “Democracy, Freedom, Justice, Right, Arab Spring, International War”. In
doing so, it explores the relationship between the news production process and the
reception process of the audience from the point of view of differences regarding the

native language perspective.

Consequently, this study aims to concentrate on analyzing the news reporting
throughout the first era of the Syrian Civil War. That means the data is dwelling
more on the “wording” of the news rather than the coverage itself. Yet, throughout
the words, the study aims to reach to a certain ‘discourse’ level to include similar or

substitute words.

Media linguistics is the linguistic study of media speech. It studies the
function of language in the media sphere, or the modern mass communication
presented by print, audio-visual and networked media
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_linguistics). Media linguistics investigate the
relationship between language use and public discourse conveyed through the media.
In general, it focuses on the function of the language throughout the way the news is
prepared that is called the news production process. Yet, this study mainly aims to
figure out the structure of the product — that is called to be the “news itself”. In other
words, the study concentrates more on the wording of the news and the way they

were made to mean and cover the concepts.

Media linguistics focuses on the use of language in journalistic products;
current media linguistics tendencies expand this focus in different directions. As
Luginbiihl mentioned, these tendencies are summarized as; the expansion on non-
linguistic or paralinguistic signs (multimodality), the expansion of a cultural
dimension (culturally) and the expansion on the whole communicative process

(including the production and reception) (Luginbiihl; 2015).



The main concern of this study basically is not only questioning the media
language but also questioning the process of a “creating concepts” in international
media. In other words, this study aims to concentrate on analyzing the ‘process’
rather than the ‘product’. Throughout the research, the process of production and
reception have to be taken into account as well. The study is not only concentrating
on English speaking or Arabic speaking communities but also on the concepts and
dynamics of the “Western way of conceptualizations” which is rooted from Ancient

Greek to Renaissance era up to the date.

The dynamics of journalism work through the society, changing the
tendencies and daily habits of the people. In order to maintain this specific aim, the
new media also creates new ways such as new wording and creative use of language
by various hashtags, short catchy words and memorable references covering the
subject in various ways. Even if it seems to be enriching the subject or making it
worldwide, visible and transparent in all facades, like abbreviations, hashtags and
other ways acting to direct the attention of the people to a certain think-tank defined
before. Thus, this kind of wording created in certain languages and delivered as an
international portray of situation, actually prevents the reality or truth to be

discovered by receivers.

Since the target of the study is not a linguistic one, but more some research

focusing on the wording choices of international media.

The short term objective of the study dwells on the language choice and
representation of democracy. However, the long term objective extends to the

linguistic studies in international media beyond discourse analysis.

This involves analyzing the roots of language differences as well as the
cultural aspects and experiences which are settled in applications of reporting visions
of international media. Whereas the “language philosophy” is used throughout many

other social studies, media wording seems to be a neglected field of study.



1.2. Methodology

The study is based on The Media Monitoring approach on Syria in Global
Media; it includes collecting data regarding the global media coverage of Syrian
Civil War between 2011-2015 and the analysis of the data. The selected global media
tools are limited to BBC results and regional media. Additionally, the regional and /
or local media is focused to compare the discourse of the news in English and Arabic

Language, seeking an answer to the question of “What is really going on in Syria?”.

Generally, the global media reports include the home country’s geopolitical
position and its policy on Syria. According to Felm-1859 reports 2015 is the year that
the coverage on the refugee topic increased from 7% to 23% only after the refugee
crisis started reaching Europe in August 2015 and decreased again to 11%. The
physical proximity of the refugee issue to increase the European media’s interest in
the topic. In the same year, “Terrorism and Conflict” news had the greatest share of
media coverage; during the period of analysis comprising 46-48% of all coverage on
Syria. There are also examples of ISIS receiving greater media attention at the

expense of humanitarian aid and refugees as well as the suffering of civilians.

Thus, this research is mainly based on the concepts like “Arab Spring” and
“Democracy” that are observed to be used in concordance with Syrian Civil War on

international media coverage throughout 2011-2015.
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Table 1.2. The “Meaning” of Syrian Civil War in the concept of the “Form, Essence,
Word and Language”

*News *Freedom
« International < Justice
*National “Right
*Regional - Adalet
*Local WORD . Hak
‘BBC LANGUAGE ) .a
+Regional Medi ‘Hlll’l%li)"f:
&
MEANING oy

+Syrian Uprisings

*Arab Spring FORM ESSENCE «Syrian Civil War
*Democracy «Terrorism
« International War

«Immigration

*Refugee Camps
«Humanitarian Aid

The two ‘forms’ in the table above; “Democracy” as background of “Arab
Spring” discourse mostly turned to be the words like “right”, “freedom”, “justice” in
Regional Media that seems to be the real demands of Syrian people. These words
were observed on the banners and videos of songs or in the early posts of the

rebellions commenting through the social media.

As pointed out in Table 1, the wordings of the International media changes
throughout the time (2011-2015). The essence of the subject named as the “Syrian
Uprisings” changed to be the “Syrian Civil War” and later to the “International
War”. Diachronically between 2011-2015 the “Arab Spring” concept used for Syria

turned to be named as “Terrorism” and “Immigration”.

This thesis concentrates on Language and Media, in case of Syrian Civil War
using the tools of BBC vs. Regional Media; pursuing the meaning of the Syrian Civil
War media coverage differing through International Media (BBC) and Regional

Media. The aspect of the use of main “language” (English) and the “form” (Arab

11



Spring and Democracy) created through the global media; is not compatible with the
“essence” of the case. The time limitations force the data to be collected through the
ranges of 2011 and 2015. This is due to the change of the Syrian Uprising to the
Syrian Civil War and finally to Terrorism headings. Whereas the naming of the event
was changing, the slip of the main discourse changes from the concept of democracy
to comparative concepts such as justice, freedom, right.

The particularly selected 16 reports from BBC and Regional Arab media are
analyzed regarding these concepts used for explaining the “Syrian Civil War”,
“Democracy” and “Arab Spring”. The use of words like “justice”, “freedom” and
“right” in the regional reports will be analyzed through the corpus they occur in.
Comparing and contrasting the data the findings of the study would be evaluated

through the 12T’s approach.

This study will be focusing on one of those elements that; ethnicity in global
media, as the global language, English dominates all the expressions to cover
different regional events. In other words, this thesis is an attempt to contribute to our
understanding of the “Global Media Conceptualizations” through the particular era
of the past events regarding “Western World of Thoughts/Disciplines”. As people
develop an understanding on focusing these given structures of forms, they lose their
chances of producing original thoughts and cannot think out of the box. The theory
of Saussure’s synchronic and diachronic approach will be used in this study to handle
and evaluate the Syrian case throughout the global media analysis.

The study will be grounded on the synchronic and diachronic analysis of
Saussure who is known to be the founder of contemporary linguistics and the pioneer

of the structural linguistic movement.

Concentrating on the diachronic approach the thesis aims to make
comparisons of specific media texts including certain vocabulary, thus considering
the change of vocabulary as a part of cultural change through historical approach.
Concentrating on the synchronic approach, the thesis aims to analyze the news
wording differences of local and international media regarding the first era of Syrian

uprisings’ media coverage.

12



Reaching to a corpus of the repeated concepts such as “Arab Spring” and
“democracy” in local and global media, the data is analyzed regarding the
comparative discourse analysis methodology questioning the concepts like

“freedom”, “justice” and “rights” which are seem as the dominant use in Arabic

language.

Finally, all results are analyzed according to the analytical methodology of
conceptualization with the 12T s approach, namely through the following headlines:
theme, topic, text, task, transfers, transitions, thinking, tailoring, taking risks,

technology and transmedia.
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PART TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

"A noble man cannot be indebted for his culture to a narrow circle;
the world and his native land must act on him."

Goethe

2.1. Literature Review On Language Philosophy

As the main tool of the thought, the language was always in the core of the
philosophy studies from the very beginning. The study of the language appeared to
be a phenomenon throughout the second half of the nineteenth century. After Kant's
influence, traditional metaphysics was no longer the main subject of philosophy.
Thus, the use of disciplined words and concepts, which are dominant in the natural

sciences turned to be the main tools used in social sciences.

Kant’s approach, having its origins from empiric philosophy and positivism,
has addressed the language itself as a problem rather than addressing the “problems
expressed by language”. As the main subject of philosophy, language has been
studied in three different branches: language philosophy, analytical philosophy and

linguistics.

To begin with language philosophy, it is important to understand that the
“mother tongue” of any individual is intimately associated with individual’s culture

(Pieris, 1951).

Likewise, every spoken language limits the experience; the experiences in a
certain culture could only be expressed in their way (language). As John Stuart Mill

says in the Use and Abuse of Political Terms: "Humanity has many ideas, but few
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words to say. The number of words is limited; the thoughts that can be expressed by
these words are ideas, thoughts, objects and realities are potentially unlimited, this is

because they have a long-term stability.” (Koselleck, 2009: xx).

Ferdinand de Saussure was a Swiss linguistic credited with founding the field
of structural linguistics, a radical new theory of language is a structured system. He
Is often referred to as the fathe